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is to hold meetings at every place, pass resolutions and send them
to both Governments,
[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 20-9-1913
135. LETTER TO "THE NATAL MERCURY"*
[durban,]
September 21, 1913
SIR,
There is evidence in the special article from Pretoria on the
Indian position which you published in your issue of Saturday
last that its writer has been in the know. It will, therefore, be
accepted by the public as a weighty pronouncement on behalf
of the Government. You will, therefore, perhaps permit me to
correct some of its most glaring errors. The writer contends that
two of the four things in dispute were granted by the Government.
This is only partly true. The Free State difficulty is that of the
legal racial bar. The last telegram from Mr. Smuts lends colour
to the suggestion that the difficulty is removed. But in reality it
is not. What is required is an admission in the same way in
which it was made about the point raised regarding the right of ex-
Jndentured Indians, that the new Act does not in law require any
declaration not required from any other immigrant, from an Indian
who may, under the Act, enter the Free State. This is quite diff-
erent from saying that such declaration will only be taken upon an
Indian entering the Union. The point is that, so far as immi-
gration only is concerned, an Indian should be able to enter on the
same terms as a European. Administrative differentialism there
undoubtedly will be. But that will regulate the number of en-
trants, not the legal mode of entry. The point is somewhat techni-
cal from the nature of the case. The struggle has been directed
hitherto towards guarding against a fundamental change in the
British Constitution which is based upon the theory of equality.
The letter of the Indian contention was granted in 1910 after four
years5 continuous suffering on the part of my countrymen. But
the spirit of it is missed even now in the new Act by reason of
the ambiguous Free State clause.
1 Evidently,  Qandhiji had simultaneously sent a copy of this letter to
Indian Ofimon, which published it in its. issue of September 24»

